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population is hostile. It is sufficient to say that it immensely
affects your supplies, your communications, and, above all,
your information.
Anyhow, that is the opinion of my friend, a Southern
lady who knows Infinitely mote about the affairs of the
Colonial South than I can profess to know. It is not my
affair very much, and if I wanted to approfondir my knowledge
of the subject I do not know that I should know where to
look it up. But the speculation is interesting because,
should it be true, it would be the last instance of religious
differences playing a part in an Occidental war—a wax
between so-called Christians. No doubt religion played a
considerable part in the struggle of the Irish for inde-
pendence, but that struggle can hardly be called a war
» . . unless the Irish want it to be called one, in which
case I shall be happy to oblige by withdrawing the words.
The matter is one which I am anxious to determine
because once we can be certain of the date as to which
religion ceased to be the causa causans of the organized murders
called wars, we shall be able to some extent to estimate
where we are going. It is to-day a race between some sort
of civilization and the Machine; civilization must be
much more enlightened than it is to-day if it is to have any
chance. But no sort of civilization is possible when difference
of opinions can be considered a pretext for murder . . .
or even for physical violence.
§
The idea, then, of physical aggression as a cure for someone
else's heterodoxy would seem to have died out of the Anglo-
Saxon mind towards the end of the eighteenth century—or,
of course, earlier in the Colonies, if we do not accept the
theory of the militant Nonconformists of the South. ... In
England the last mass religious persecution was attempted
also during the War of Independence. London, that is to
say, was held for five days by a riotous mob who burned and
slew in the determination to eradicate from those islands
the belief in the Real Presence and the Immaculate Con-
ception—in June 1780—at just about the date when Corn-

